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REMINDER
To:
Coaches/Zone Conveners/WMLA Board/ High School Field Committee
From:
Norm Isfjord, MLA Director Coaching/Officials
Date:
April 19, 2007

Re:
Minimum Coaching Certification

In compliance with the CLA Coaching certification program the MLA requires that every lacrosse coach in Manitoba has achieved a required minimum coaching certification level before they are permitted to be registered on a team roster.  This requirement has been in place for the past six years and Zone/League Conveners have been notified of this requirement annually.  They also receive a list of coaches who do not have the minimum certification and what components of the certification program each coach requires.
Please be advised that effective June 20, 2007 any coach who has not achieved the required coaching certification will not be permitted on the bench/floor or field with the team.  There will be no exceptions to this requirement.  If any coaches who have not achieved the certification level by this date are still on the bench the team will forfeit any game(s) played and they will be indefinitely suspended from any sanctioned MLA activity until they have attended a disciplinary hearing convened by the MLA.  Any zone who fails to enforce this directive will also be subject to sanctions by the MLA.
All coaching staff must be registered on the Canadian Lacrosse Association Form 100B and they must be submitted to the MLA office.  Copies of this form can be obtained by contacting the MLA office.   These forms must also be submitted by June 20, 2007.  Teams will not be permitted to register any person as a gate opener, all bench personnel must be registered with the MLA and take the Sport Manitoba on-line “Respect in Sport” course (www.sportmanitoba.ca) and trainers must submit a copy of certification of training.  

The MLA recognizes that all coaches are volunteers and the aim of this directive is not to prevent coaches from coaching or penalize the players, it is to ensure the coaches have the tools and resources to teach the young players the game.  Each coaching level has been written to give coaches the relevant information they need to ensure they have the knowledge related to specific age groups to enhance player development.  Attending the coaching clinics gives every coach, whether they are new to the sport or have previous knowledge of the game, to share ideas and experiences that will assist their development as a coach in addition to developing a network of coaches who can continue to share ideas for the development of the players in Manitoba.
The MLA will ensure coaching clinics are scheduled in May and June to accommodate all coaches who need to be certified to ensure they can complete the 2007 season on the bench with their players and have an enjoyable and productive season.  The MLA as the Provincial Sport Governing body for lacrosse oversees the coach’s certification program.  Information about upcoming coaching clinics can be found by going to MLA website at www.manitobalacrosse.mb.ca  Go to the Coaching and Officials section of the MLA website on the home page and then click on clinics.   Once clinic dates are set a downloadable Word document of the actual clinic memo will be there.
If you wish to discuss this matter further feel free to contact me at isfjord@shaw.ca, or Kim Knowles, MLA VP Development, who is also a member of the CLA Coaching Committee at kimlar@shaw.ca.

